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Interpretive Themes: Puente Hills Landfill Park is rich in interpretive content which can be linked to specific park locations and views.
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The phased park construction incrementally 
builds upon itself, ultimately emerging from 
its industrial roots into a uniquely beautiful, 
intriguing, safe and inviting public space. Each 
phase stands alone, yet will tie into the previous 
accomplishments including strategically placed 
infrastructure for emergency situations. The 
park will, at all times, meet public health and 
safety regulations, such as those required by the 
Los Angeles County Fire Department and other 
applicable regulatory agencies. Damage from 
earthquakes may be unavoidable over a 75 year 
park phasing plan. Known fault lines in the Puente 
Hills and the Whittier Fault to the west of the park 
could cause local or regional damage. Although 
the Puente Hills Landfill Park places few facilities 
throughout the site, potential damage to utilities 
from earthquakes can occur without warning. 

The construction of a park loop road in phase 
one ensures generous access to all proposed 
park facilities. However, the heavy traffic at the 
one park ingress and egress from Crossroads 
Parkway could be an emergency or evacuation 
bottle-neck. Given the many demands on the park 
entry, several ingress and egress road sites at the 
perimeter of the landfill must act as emergency 
access points. 

Ingress and Egress
In the case of a park visitor emergency, first 
responders from the adjacent municipalities 
with emergency facilities in response to and 
emergency/evacuation situation range in distance 
from 3 to 13 miles from the park entry. In an 
emergency, all the bench roads within the landfill 

area, not open to the public, would be available 
for emergency vehicle use. Emergency vehicles 
(in unusual or extreme disaster situations) may 
be able to access the Materials Recovery Facility 
(MRF) area located on the former landfill site 
via the existing gated access road and/or a new 
internal off-street access road.

The existing main entrance off of Crossroads 
Parkway South and the Entrance Station area 
would serve as the primary emergency ingress 
and egress. Two additional ingress and egress 
sites on the west and south park boundaries 
include the Rio Hondo College entrance road and 
the Rose Hills road network. The most appropri-
ate ingress and egress site would depend on the 
type and severity of the emergency and subse-
quent evacuation procedures.

The back side ingress and egress at the street 
end on Orange Grove and up the Eastern Canyon 
either at Canyon 4 or Canyon 5 could service park 
emergencies as a second option if the main entry 
is blocked by traffic, landslide, fire, or other emer-
gency event requiring evacuation of park users.

Emergency Response
A County Animal Services Coordinator serves 
within the “Operations” section and is trained in 
disaster response, animal care, and animal rescue 
if equestrians and their horses become part of 
the Puente Hills Landfill park evacuation equa-
tion. All counties of California have a local Office 
of Emergency Services (OES) to identify hazards 
and to prepare for, respond to, mitigate, and help 
recover from both large and small local incidents.  

The county OES is a coordinating agency that 
brings together local agencies to focus on unified 
responses to disaster

If the degree of emergency intensifies to a 
site-wide issue affecting the park and landfill, 
emergency aid and the County of Los Angeles 
Disaster Routes have been developed for the 
region. Guidance for such an emergency is to be 
structured to be consistent with the Standardized 
Emergency Management System (SEMS), the 
National Incident Management System (NIMS), 
and all relevant County, State, and Federal Laws. 

Regulatory requirements for specific activi-
ties related to Puente Hills Landfill operations 
remain in effect post-closure.  These include: 1) 
Emergency Action/Fire Prevention Plan (EAP), 
2) Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure 
Plan (SPCC), 3) Hazardous Materials Business 
Plan, and 4) Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Plan (SWPPP) which contains a Liquid Discharge 
Emergency Response Plan for release of landfill 
liquids to surface water. 

2.15
PARK SAFETY 
MECHANISMS
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 Ingress and Egress sites identified for emergency evacuations. 
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The designation of “Special Use” within the 
County of Los Angeles’ General Plan is a powerful 
term, utilized for single purpose facilities that 
serve a greater regional recreational need.  
Accompanying this designation is the assignment 
of a dedicated County park staff whose sole mis-
sion is the successful management, protection, 
and development of the facility in perpetuity. 
The future park at the Puente Hills requires this 
designation in order for the County to apply the 
focus and dedication, and allocate the funding 
necessary to build this park which is like no other. 

Not only is a steep learning curve necessary for 
park staff due to the challenging nature of the 
landfill requirements, but the phasing plan will 
require two to three decades of committed effort 
to achieve. The enormity of tasks and resources 
needed to realize the Puente Hills Landfill Park 
Master Plan’s vision may very likely rival the 
significant resources utilized for the successful 
restoration, programming and management 
operations of the Hollywood Bowl, a beloved Los 
Angeles iconic venue that is classified as a special 
use facility. 

In order to responsibly manage and enhance 
these complicated “Special Use” parklands, park 
staff must have the knowledge and specific skills 
to oversee and guide the interim approvals and 
implementation processes, in collaboration with 
many agencies and associated experts. A park 
administrator along with a programming director 

will provide the oversight and authorization to 
direct the planning/phasing process, habitat 
enhancement and redevelopment functions 
including recreational programming.

The goal of “Sustainable Park” is an equally 
important designation within the County of Los 
Angeles’ General Plan. Sustainable design and 
management practices have the capacity to repair 
ecosystems to a great extent by taking advan-
tage of the natural processes within the environ-
mental context of the site. This comprehensive 
approach to park design is the key component of 
the master plan vision. This single goal perme-
ates every decision throughout all phases of park 
development. Proposed recreational infrastruc-
ture is light on the land or is suspended above 
the park. Sustainability is also folded into every 
programmed event and educational/interpretive 
component.

The Puente Hills Landfill Park will be overseen 
by a dedicated park director; a senior supervisor 
position within the Department of Parks and Rec-
reation, a programs director and a staff of park 
workers. Vital management tasks for the Park’s 
ultimate success include:

n  Direct the master plan vision for the site
n  Provide sustainable energy strategies
n  Oversee the development and build-out of the 

site through Phases 1 through 3

n  Plan for implementation of Phases 4 and 5
n  Organize programs that are suitable and 

flexible for each phase of development and 
can change over time

n  Oversee and coordinate with ongoing landfill 
operations 

n  Operate and maintain the Park and its facilities
n  Formulate an outreach plan and engage in 

continuous community outreach
n  Provide long-range planning and funding 

sources to ensure the Park’s continued 
viability

Surface cracks and escaping methane require 
constant attention and maintenance over the 
next 30 years as the landfill continues to settle.

2.16
OPERATIONS AND 
MANAGEMENT PLANNING
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Maintaining a steady course to implement the 
vision for this exceptional park requires an 
unflinching dedication to the primary park goals 
and objectives as set forth in the County General 
Plan (2015). Beyond the technical and operational 
demands, the phased transformation to parkland 
will be a prolonged undertaking affecting regional 
planning for county agencies, political entities 
and the community. In addition to the goals 
and policies of the Conservation and Natural 
Resources Element, specific goals and policies 
adopted into the Park & Recreation Element are 
inextricably linked with its ultimate success. 

An allowed Regional Park under land use 
designations
The Project site has two land use designations.  
The western portion of the site is designated as 
“Public and Semi-Public” (P) in the Land Use 
Element of the Los Angeles County General Plan.  
The eastern portion of the site is designated as 
“Open Space - Parks and Recreation” (OS-PR) 
in the Hacienda Heights Community Plan.  As a 
regional park, the Project is an allowed use under 
both land use designations.  

Consistent with and supports the following 
goals and policies in the Parks and Recreation 
Element of the General Plan:

Goal P/R 1: 
Enhanced active and passive park and 
recreation opportunities for all users.

Policy P/R 1.1: Provide opportunities for public 
participation in designing and planning parks and 
recreation programs.

Policy P/R 1.2: Provide additional active and 
passive recreation opportunities based on a 
community’s setting, and recreational needs and 
preferences.

Policy P/R 1.3: Consider emerging trends in parks 
and recreation when planning for new parks and 
recreation programs.

Policy P/R 1.5: Ensure that County parks and 
recreational facilities are clean, safe, inviting, 
usable and accessible.

Policy P/R 1.10: Ensure a balance of passive and 
recreational activities in the development of new 
park facilities.

Policy P/R 1.11: Provide access to parks by creating 
pedestrian and bicycle-friendly paths and signage 
regarding park locations and distances.

Goal P/R 2: 
Enhanced multi-agency collaboration to 
leverage resources.

Policy P/R 2.6: Participate in joint powers 
authorities (JPAs) to develop multi-benefit parks 
as well as regional recreational facilities.

Goal P/R 3: 
Acquisition and development of additional 
parkland.

Policy P/R 3.1: Acquire and develop local and 
regional parkland to meet the following County 
goals: 4 acres of local parkland per 1,000 
residents in the unincorporated areas and 6 acres 
of regional parkland per 1,000 residents of the 
total population of Los Angeles County.

Policy P/R 3.3: Provide additional parks in 
communities with insufficient local parkland as 
identified through the gap analysis.

Goal P/R 4: 
Improved accessibility and connectivity to a 
comprehensive trail system including rivers, 
greenways, and community linkages.

Policy P/R 4.1: Create multi-use trails to 
accommodate all users.

Policy P/R 4.4: Maintain and design multi-
purpose trails in ways that minimize circulation 
conflicts among trail users.

Goal P/R 6: 
A sustainable parks and recreation system.

Policy P/R 6.1: Support the use of recycled water 
for landscape irrigation in County parks.

Policy P/R 6.4: Ensure that new buildings on 
County park properties are environmentally 
sustainable by reducing carbon footprints, and 
conserving water and energy.

2.17
CONSISTENCY WITH THE 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
GENERAL PLAN
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Regional open space connections in the San Gabriel Valley: The Puente Hills Landfill Park will be a 
major destination to which regional trail and multi-modal connectivity is a vital component.
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The Project furthers the Board-approved 
County Strategic Plan Goals of Operational 
Effectiveness/Fiscal Sustainability (Goal 1), 
Community Support and Responsiveness (Goal 
2), and Integrated Service Delivery (Goal 3) by 
providing additional recreational opportunities 
and open space through the development of a 
new regional park with a variety of features and 
amenities.

Coordination with the Department of Regional 
Planning 
All of the immediate adjacencies impact the Park. 
Their integration and evolution with the Park over 
the next 20-50 years is of critical importance, 
rather than requiring the Park itself to do all of 
the heavy lifting. While the Master Plan does not 
govern surrounding uses, it permits the Board 
of Supervisors to make goals, policy statements 
and set forth actions which could materially effect 
future planning. Once embedded in an adopted 
County document, these items gain weight and 
can be used to advance the Park’s objectives, 
better protect the Park and integrate future 
development with the Park. 

Recommended goals and actions include:
Goal: The County recognizes Puente Hills Landfill 
Park as a significant public facility and that future 
land use and circulation planning or development 
projects in adjacent areas should respect the Park 
and  be developed in a manner that supports 
park functions and uses to the maximum extent 
feasible.

Policy: The County Department of Parks and 
Recreation and Department of Regional Planning 
will coordinate to ensure that all planning and 

permit activities in the communities surrounding 
the Puente Hills Landfill Park are conducted in 
a manner that minimize or do not interfere with 
Park operations and character.

i. Action: The County Departments of Parks 
and Recreation and Regional Planning should 
coordinate on all permits in areas adjacent to 
the Park to review opportunities to provide 
uses that are complementary to or supportive 
of the Park.

ii. Action: The County Departments of Parks 
and Recreation and Regional Planning should 
coordinate to ensure that proposed develop-
ments adjacent to the Park consider both 
direct and indirect impacts to park facilities 
and operations. 

iii. Action: The County Departments of Parks 
and Recreation and Regional Planning will 
coordinate on all future community plans, 
specific plans or other regional planning 
documents that affect the park to review 
options to provide and encourage land uses 
that are supportive of the park through:

n  Encouraging businesses that complement  
the park

n  Exploring creative options to encourage uses 
supportive and complementary of the Park 
such as provision of shared facilities such as 
parking or access improvements though use 
of tools such as bonus density, granting of 
modifications, fee waivers or reductions or 
other incentive-based programs.  

n  Install multimodal transportation facilities.

n  Provide regional trail connectivity to the Park 
from the north, east and west.
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Glimpses of the landfill begin to appear from the southern approach on the Schabarum-Skyline Trail.
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The highest point of the park, Nike Hill, features a remnant of cold war history, a relocated guard structure that frames the panoramic views.
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PARK AREA 
DESCRIPTIONS

3.0
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3.1
PARK ENTRY PLAZA
A transformative park experience begins at 
the base, where the former sanitation truck 
scales area is recast as a welcoming entry. 

The Park Entry Plaza (see p. 86 for detail plan)
will be the gateway to the Park and a destination 
itself. The pavilions and buildings will accom-
modate staff and a educational visitor center. 
New indoor rooms, outdoor patios and terraces 
with overlooks will highlight spectacular views 
to the north, and the verdant northern landfill 
slopes to the south. As a destination, it will be a 
place to learn about the Park’s history, rules, and 
sustainability, to picnic, and to rest before jour-
neying up the mountain.

From the street, an accessible pedestrian/cyclist 
trail will lead up into the Entry Plaza garden. A 
shuttle/bus drop-off and parking area will also 
welcome the community.  This will be a point of 
departure for trails, the trail lift up to Nike Hill, and 
tours of the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF). 

KEY MAP
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Above: The proposed Park Entry Plaza will welcome visitors with a large canopy uniting the existing Sanitation Districts and new Department of Parks 
and Recreation offices with an educational visitor center. The building will capture the hybrid nature of the Park, a regionally significant working 
industrial facility and recreational community destination.  Inset: Existing view.
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A lush tree-covered north-facing slope drops 
down to the Park Entry Plaza. Referred to as ‘The 
Arboretum’ for its exceptionally green and leafy 
collection of trees, this area will feature a chal-
lenging stair climb for an impressive forest fitness 
experience. This verdant and wooded landscape 
has been grown over decades with abundant 
reclaimed water to screen terraced slopes from 
view.  The tree camouflage may now serve the 
public in a greater capacity—to show the landfill 
slopes up close and get heart rates pumping up to 
the Western Deck.

Depending on time of implementation, develop-
ing the stair climb may require creative design 
to get users up and over large gas pipelines and 
approximately 18 maintenance bench roads. 
Inspiration may be drawn from the existing metal 
stepbridges that allow maintenance staff to pass 
over the large pipes. Strategic fencing may be 
required to keep users on the stair climb and 
away from landfill maintenance areas. This wor-
thy effort to develop the planted slope into a pub-
licly usable space will result in a signature park 
feature, attractive, distinctive and memorable.

Activities associated with the MRF and sanitation 
trucks will be part of the Entry Plaza, highlighting 
the stimulating mix of passive open space, public 
recreation and industrial function. The separated 
Sanitation Districts/MRF truck area is required 
for off-loading functions of certain types of truck 
customers. Other MRF customers use the area 
for removing and replacing tarps on their trucks. 
These shared uses in the Park Entry Plaza will 
continue and are forecasted to increase as MRF 
traffic increases in the future. A relocated storage 
area, equal in square footage to the current 
storage area, will shift locations to maximize 
efficient shared use of the Entry Plaza space.

Above: 215 acres of well-planted north-facing 
slopes are a distinct site asset. Dubbed “The 
Arboretum” in the master plan, this most lush 
area of the landfill rises to the top decks.

Left: An example of the staircases required to 
surmount the surface pipe lines, and the existing 
tree-covered slopes of the landfill.

Top right: The arboretum stair climb will be a 
memorable fitness challenge as visitors climb 
from the Park Entry Plaza up to the Western 
Deck through the Arboretum.  

Inset: Existing view.
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PARK ENTRY PLAZA ELEMENTS:
(See next page for numbered photographs)

Entry, access & circulation
n  Vehicular main entrance
n  ADA pedestrian & cyclist trail access
n  Traffic circle or signal
n  Tree-lined park road

Visitor welcome center & shared staff offices
n  7,000 sf building
n  3 concessionaires
n  Educational foyer 
 - Live-feed “MRF cam”
 - Interpretive exhibits
n  Joint staff & administration offices for 

Park staff and Sanitation Districts
n  Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) tours

Plaza
n  Bus drop off
n  Shuttle pick-up/drop off 

(to off-site parking & MRF tours)
n  Interpretive area
n  Ornamental plantings
n  Visitor garden

Trail lift base tower

Parking lot A  (60 spaces)
n  Public and Staff parking

Guard house and entry monument
n  Visitor rules & safety regulations

Separated Sanitation Districts area
n  MRF truck area
n  Storage & equipment area

Stair climb entry to Western Deck
AREA PLAN: 
PARK ENTRY 
PLAZA

PEDESTRIAN / CYCLIST 
ADA TRAIL

VISITOR PARKING

MAIN ENTRANCE

NEW CROSSWALKS 

MULTI-USE TRAIL
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PARK ENTRY PLAZA ELEMENTS - EXAMPLE TYPOLOGIES:  (See numbered locations           on previous page)

Eco-shuttle and bus turnaround with parking

Visitor center and solar canopy

Landscaped entry

Landscaped entry medians with trees

ADA pedestrian/cyclist trail

1 2

5 6 7
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Landscaped entry

Traffic roundabout Trail lift station3 4
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MAINTENANCE AND
OPERATIONS AREA ELEMENTS:

Shared M&O yard 
n  Park maintenance
n  Sanitation Districts
n  Secure access to maintenance road

Park maintenance building
n  1,650 sf
n  2 offices
n  Break room
n  Storage
n  Staff restroom

Parking lot B  (20 spaces)

Public restroom
n  Outward side of maintenance building

Zipline landing pad

Circulation
n  New park road segment from M&O area, to the 

Western Deck, integrated into the soil buttress
n  Trail connection linking M&O area parking lot 

to Western Deck and Nike Hill, relocating the 
Schabarum-Skyline trail segment

For park users, the redesigned Maintenance 
and Operations (M&O) area is the second 
stop along the park loop road. 

Vehicles continuing on the park road will drive up 
to the Western Deck using a new road segment 
integrated into the Sanitation Districts’ new soil 
buttress. This 300,000 cubic yard soil embank-
ment stabilizes the cut and filled areas at the base 
of Nike Hill.

Visitors seeking a fitness challenge may park in 
Lot B, hike the switchback trail up to the Western 
Deck, and continue further up to Nike Hill. 

The M&O area serves an important function 
as shared maintenance and operations space 
for both the Sanitation Districts and Park staff. 
The yard will be fenced to secure maintenance 
equipment. The shared building will provide Park 
staff with offices, a break room, general storage 
and a restroom. Separate public park restrooms 
will have entrances adjacent to the parking lot. 

The Schabarum-Skyline trail realignment in this 
area will provide a seamless connection from the 
existing eastern trail segment, to the M&O area, 
continuing up to the Western Deck and Nike Hill.

KEY MAP

3.2
MAINTENANCE AND
OPERATIONS AREA
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AREA PLAN: 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS AREA, BUTTRESS ROAD
AND TRAIL, WESTERN DECK AND NIKE HILL 
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At the highest point, the heart of the Park 
offers breathtaking views for miles, and a 
panoramic survey of all the park decks.

Park visitors using the trail lift will travel 1.2 miles 
from the Park Entry Plaza, gaining 760 feet of 
elevation before arriving at Nike Hill, the highest 
point in the park at 1160 feet above sea level.

The trail lift tower and Nike Hill plaza will connect 
to two scenic overlooks cantilevered out from the 
hill: one wing pointing north-west overlooking the 
Western Deck, and one wing pointing north-east 
surveying the Eastern and Southern Decks.

Spectacular views of the front range of the San 
Gabriel Mountains National Monument and a 
large swath of Los Angeles County unfold from 
east to west, prompting awe and introspection. 
For views of this caliber to be available for all to 

KEY MAP

enjoy from within the city is an exceptional rarity 
and gift to the public, especially when no compa-
rable location offers this vantage.

Architecture’s role here is to frame the striking 
vistas and provide a sense of comfort and delight 
on the mountaintop. The Park, its landscapes and 
views are really doing the work. Canopies and 
terraces will provide some weather protection 
and a simple, but memorable sense of place.

As the heart of the Park, the Nike Hill plaza and 
lift tower will provide a mini-cafe or food truck 
space, staff office to organize programming, and 
public restrooms. 

Artistic interpretive features at the scenic 
overlooks will reveal key topics, from landfill 
history and environmental stewardship, to local 
geography and mountain peak identification.

Nike Hill gets its name from the historical guard 
structure and plaque which were moved to the 
hill to commemorate the Cold War-era Nike 
missile sites. The guard structure and plaque will 
be relocated to an appropriate position within 
the new Nike Hill layout to continue sharing this 
fascinating local history.

3.3
NIKE HILL

Proposed Nike Hill Scenic Overlook
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Proposed Nike Hill Scenic Overlook
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Right: Proposed Nike Hill 
circulation, scenic overlook 
and trail lift viewed from the 
Western Deck. 

Up top, visitors may arrive 
by trail lift, take in views at 
the overlooks, and use the 
accessible switchback trail 
down to the western deck. 

The stair climb, slides and 
deck loop trails will provide 
multiple fitness options and 
park connections.

Left: Existing view.

NIKE HILL ELEMENTS:

Scenic Overlook
n  Two cantilevered decks
n  Panoramic views
n  Observe “yellow irons” (bulldozers, backhoes, 

earth movers, etc.) at work on soil stockpile
n  Interpretive elements

Trail Lift Structure
n  2,000 s.f. building
n  Plaza
n  1 concessionaire / Mini-cafe
n  Restrooms
n  Park staff office

Circulation
n  Stairclimb from Western Deck
n  Switchback fitness ADA trail
n  Slides
n  Improved equestrian trail segment

Zipline Launch Pad

Programming
n  Nature programs & hikes
n  Scenic interpretation
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The first park deck to open will be an 
energetic hybrid—establishing new park 
activity alongside working equipment

The stockpile on the Western Deck will remain 
in use until depleted, after which the Park may 
use the land and the full 40 acres of the Western 
Deck. Park visitors might observe the unusual 
choreography of Sanitation Districts machinery 
weaving through the Park on maintenance roads, 
transporting stockpiled soil to other decks. 

The western “horn” of the Western Deck (approx. 
13 acres) looks out north-east and sits in a flat 
bowl with one wall being the slope of the Eastern 
Deck. This secluded area is set aside as a perfor-
mance space so live events such as concerts and 
kite festivals can activate this initial territory of 
the Park and establish a park presence.

The eastern “horn” of the Western Deck is the 
northern portion of the soil stockpile and will be 
used last by the Sanitation Districts. A 5-acre bike 
skills course will be a compatible interim use for 
this area. The soil can be graded and sculpted and 
serve the community for years until it is needed 
as landfill cover/repair material in the future.

WESTERN DECK ELEMENTS:

Soil stockpile
n  Will remain actively in use by Sanitation 

Districts
n  “Yellow irons” (bulldozers, backhoes, earth 

movers, etc.) will dig up and transport soil to 
needed locations across the landfill

n  Soil mix is specifically certified for filling 
emerging cracks in the landfill cap surface

n  Security fencing

Interim bike skills course 
n  Located on the western “horn”/northern 

portion of the soil stockpile until needed for 
landfill use

n  An ideal match for sculptable soils which need 
to remain primarily undeveloped

Parking lot C  (30 spaces)
n  Screened by trees from Nike Hill and Western 

Deck views

Outdoor performance meadow:
n  Grassland patches
n  Performances
n  Open play
n  Kite flying

Children’s nature play area

Picnic area

Western Deck Loop Trail  (1 mile)
n  Interpretive element

Inner Loop Trail
n  Stair climb to Eastern Deck
n  Stair climb & switchback trail to Nike Hill

Programming
n  Outdoor concerts, performances

KEY MAP

3.4
WESTERN DECK
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Left: Existing view.  Top right: Proposed Western deck.  Bottom row, l-r: The Western Deck’s individual spaces are well suited for: an interim bike skills 
area on the stockpile, a nature play area with loose parts, and performance area, where a mobile bandshell may be a solution for flexible programming.
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3.5
EASTERN DECK
360 degrees of open vistas provide 
numerous opportunities for overlooks, 
fitness and interpretive elements. 

The 49-acre Eastern Deck offers a broad expanse 
for nature, recreation and fitness, and presents 
unparalleled views in all directions along a 1.25-
mile loop multi-use trail.

If Nike Hill offers the highest point to survey all 
the Park and distant views, the Eastern Deck 
pushes the visitor directly out into the view. Each 
point along the loop trail offers a different visual 
surprise, from Downtown Los Angeles, to San 
Jose Creek, to the rooftops of Hacienda Heights, 
even distant Mt. San Jacinto rising in the east.

The Eastern Deck contains the deepest fill in 
the landfill, up to 500 feet. Since this deck will 
experience the most settling over 30 years—
up to 125 feet—flexible programming will be 
advantageous: put up, taken down, and moved 
around in response to changing conditions.

The Eastern Deck Loop Trail will be developed 
first, offering scenic views and an extensive 
fitness loop while the deck continues to settle. 
Trail users will be flanked by native plantings of 
coastal sage scrub and grassland species. 

With ample room, the Eastern Deck offers the 
opportunity for separation of walking/hiking, 
biking and equestrian trails to provide the best 
possible recreational experience for all users, 
and provide safe separation of users moving at 
different speeds. 

A bicycle rental station, perhaps housed in a 
repurposed shipping container, will offer visitors 
the opportunity to take out mountain bikes and 
enjoy hard-packed decomposed granite paths 
braided along the perimeter.

The interior spaces of the Eastern Deck will be 
defined by hedgerows, allees and paths. Large 
areas of coastal sage scrub and grassland 
planting will surround the emerging dog park, 
bike skills, group picnic and overlook areas.

KEY MAP
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Above: Proposed Eastern deck view to the 
Western deck.  Below: Existing view.

From the Eastern Deck’s 1.25-mile multi-use loop 
trail (right side of rendering), walkers, runners, 
cyclists and equestrians will overlook the 
Western Deck’s outdoor performance area (left 
side of rendering) and take in panoramic views 
of the San Gabriel Mountains. A stair climb will 
connect the two decks.  
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Eastern Deck Loop Trail  (1.25 miles)
n  Interpretive overlooks and elements
n  Bird observation

Inner Loop Trail
n  Stair climb to Western Deck
n  Stair climb & switchback trail to Nike Hill

Planted pedestrian bridge
n  Crosses over park road for safe, seamless 

access to Southern Deck

Programming
n  Nature walks, programs

As settling diminishes and the park spaces 
become more fully developed, the Eastern Deck 
will become the central deck of the Park which 
connects to all other areas.

A stair climb (pictured in the center of the 
rendering, pages 98-99) will link the Eastern 
and Western Decks through the Inner Loop Trail 
which passes through all three decks. 

The Eastern Deck will connect to Nike Hill using a 
path from the Eastern Deck parking lot across to 
the zig-zag equestrian trail.

Once settling is complete, a planted pedestrian 
overcrossing can provide safe passage from the 
Eastern Deck, over the park road to the Southern 
Deck to continue the Inner Loop Trail. Finally, a 
fourth Eastern Deck connection will link to the 
Flare site once it is developed.

EASTERN DECK ELEMENTS:

Parking lot D  (40 spaces)

Bicycle rental
n  Staffed container of rental bikes
n  Located at intersection of park trails

Hedgerow walks and spaces

Grassland patches

Group picnic area

Bike skills course

Dog park
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Above: Proposed Eastern Deck hedgerow views.
Below: Existing view.

Structured allees (lanes of trees) will guide 
park users to openings which frame the San 
Gabriel Mountains stretching across the broad 
mesa of the Eastern Deck, surrounded by coastal 
sage scrub and grassland planting. 
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The Eastern Deck’s vast space is well suited for a variety of activities, including: fitness classes, a dog park/agility course, and bicycle rental and trails. 
Bottom left: Existing view.  Facing: The proposed Eastern Deck’s east edge, with enhanced native plantings, improved trail access and stunning views. 
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Entering on foot through the southern 
entrance reveals the contrast of landfill, 
nature, and city.

The 28-acre Southern Deck is more removed 
from the central hub of the Park, offering quiet 
solitude and a strong connection with the 
Schabarum-Skyline Trail. The broad expanse of 
land makes this a restful location for picnic areas, 
nature exploration, and interactive art installa-
tions. A native plant nursery will give volunteers 
an active role in propagation and restoration 
planting.

By foot or bicycle, the southern entrance to the 
Park is via the Schabarum-Skyline Trail and leads 
to the Southern Deck. Hikers arrive at the landfill 
park boundary after at least an hour’s vigorous 
climb up through small canyons. 

The change in scale and surroundings is palpable,  
coming from the native hills and oak woodland 
canyons to the fenced corridor along Southern 
California Edison (SCE) transmission towers 
and Rose Hills Memorial Park. The enormous 
landforms of the landfill decks appear, indicating 
arrival at the constructed landscape of the Park.

Although the Southern Deck is closest to the 
native hills, one feels the contrast of landfill, 
nature and city strongly. The site is ripe for 
interpretation on the intersection of these topics. 
A large methane pipe runs along the deck’s edge, 
unlike the Western and Eastern decks. Further 
down the trail, mysterious pipes and pumps are 
visible signatures of the site, jabbed into the earth 
like injection needles and stitches. 

Parking Lot E will accommodate a staging area 
for equestrian parking, and trailhead parking 
so hikers and cyclists may connect to the 
Schabarum-Skyline Trail going north into the 
park or south into the Puente Hills.

SOUTHERN DECK ELEMENTS:

Parking lot E  (50 spaces)
n  Trailhead parking
n  Equestrian staging area

Hedgerow walks and spaces 

Picnic area

Native plant nursery

Grassland patches
n  Art installations

Southern Deck Loop Trail  (1 mile)
n  Interpretive overlooks and elements

Inner Loop Trail
n  Connects to Schabarum-Skyline Trail

Planted pedestrian bridge
n  Crosses over park road for safe, seamless 

access to Eastern Deck

Programming
n  Native plant nursery volunteer program, 

propagation, restoration planting
n  Nature walks, programs

KEY MAP

Left: Components of the landfill infrastructure 
dot the landscape, constant reminders of the 
site’s past and continuing industrial use.

Facing page:  Park use of the Schabarum Trail 
along the western edge of the Southern Deck 
will be enhanced for all users. existing view on 
next page.

3.6
SOUTHERN DECK
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From the Southern Deck, the views to the 
ridgelines and small canyons of the Puente Hills 
Habitat Preserve add to the contemplative quiet 
of this particular location of the park.
 
Left: proposed entry allee of trees, southern 
deck hedgerows in the distance and view east.

Top right: existing panoramic view for this page 
and previous page. 

Bottom right: the proposed native plant 
nursery’s volunteer programming will cultivate 
new generations of caretakers and native 
habitat for the park.



PUENTE HILLS LANDFILL PARK MASTER PLAN108

The shuttered gas-to-energy plant offers a 
unique symbol of the Park through creative 
adaptive reuse.

The Flare facility is available for adaptive reuse 
because it is no longer in use. Methane gas from 
an older part of the landfill slowed to the point 
that it was decommissioned, which also relieved 
noise and vibration. Activation of the area is 
limited by utilities needed for public use, namely 
sewer and water. The site has electricity.

With the necessary utilities, the industrial relic 
may evolve into a signature park landmark with 
interpretive, educational and concessionaire 
components. If restroom and water facilities can 
be provided in a mobile/portable capacity, the 
site may be used more immediately in a creative 
pop-up fashion.

A stair climb connecting the Eastern Deck to the 
Flare site will be built to provide direct access. 
The hillside surrounding the Flare site will have 

trails integrated to provide new views overlooking 
the site’s native eastern canyons and cities that 
stretch to the eastern horizon.

The centerpiece of the Flare site is the flare 
tower itself.  Its long life before it flamed out was 
deeply industrial, in tomorrow’s Puente Hills it 
will become a joyous symbol of renewal and the 
revitalization of the community in nature. Hill 
towns with their steepled skyline can be harkened 
to in this amazing setting, by transforming the 
tower and some of the remaining appendages 
with fresh color, bringing a sense of lightness and 
fun to this incredible view site.  

The tower and two new simple structures will 
be brought together with a light, white, and airy 
canopy and a vibrant ground plane, succinctly 
making a memorable perch where the past and 
the future come together. The site at once pro-
vides extraordinary views and yet feels nestled, 
away and unseen, from the city below.  

FLARE SITE ELEMENTS:

Flare cafe 

Interpretive center

Flare tower climb 
n  Adaptive reuse

Life-Size settlement measuring stick
n  Interpretive art installation
n  View towards eastern slope
n  Future generations will see how high the 

landfill used to be, and record how much it has 
settled—possibly 125 feet

KEY MAP

3.7
FLARE SITE

Right: Proposed adaptive 
reuse of the Flare 
site will create a park 
beacon, with creative 
potential for a climbing 
tower. cafe, and 
interpretive center.  

Inset: Existing view.
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Entering from the south on the Schabarum-Skyline Trail reveals the landfill, and the canyon separating it from the native Habitat Preserve.
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PHASING
4.0
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THE MAJOR SETTLING OCCURS IN THE FIRST 15 YEARS, CONTINUES THROUGH YEAR 30, THEN TAPERS OFF AS THE LANDFILL IS MOSTLY SETTLED
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Description
The Master Plan envisions three major phases 
of development over the next 30 years plus two 
more phases that will receive greater scrutiny for 
applicability in 2043. 

In the first decade, park development will occur 
on non-fill areas and the Western Deck, providing 
the basic park infrastructure for park visitors and 
park maintenance. The neighboring Eastern and 
Southern Decks will continue to lose elevation, 
up to 125 feet over a 30 year period. As top deck 
settlement slows and gas production decreases, 
the parklands on the capped areas will become 
more stable. 

The additional phases capture proposed park 
elements that can be implemented when environ-
mental systems are no longer required and the 
parklands are not subject to land closures. Once 
settled, the final park elements can be imple-
mented.

The site transformation will be incremental and 
selective. Each phase is designed to build upon 
the last in response to public interest for a variety 
of programs and specific park elements, subject 
to the availability of funding. 

Early investments in jointly used maintenance 
areas and offices will begin the co-agency 
transition to manage the site as a public space. 
Extensive infrastructure such as trails, roads, 
utilities and structures will be laid into the site 
to accommodate a wide range of future park 
activities. 

All phases will layer new landscape plantings to 
establish a complex novel ecology over time that 
reflects the soil conditions and continual shifting 
of the top decks.
 
What is built and open in Phase One must elevate 
the site to a level where the juxtaposition of the 
industrial and the beautiful create a fascinating 

regional park destination. Beyond the infrastruc-
ture, distinctive park elements must be strategi-
cally located to showcase the assets of the Puente 
Hills to provide recreation that is unique to the 
region. 

The ever-changing parklands must be safe and 
secure during a lifetime of transition that may 
take 50 to 75 years. Management goals regard-
ing wildlife and habitat enhancement encompass 
a healthy environment for all park users. Finally, 
public involvement and stakeholder partnerships 
throughout all phases will guide and evolve the 
programming and management of the park. 

4.1
PHASING PLAN
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PHASE I A- Years 1-5
Prepare Site Infrastructure for a Park and 
Construct Key Recreational Elements

During the early stages of park building, strategic 
placement of infrastructure will open the site 
up to the public. Improvements begin at the 
front entry with a visitor center, staff offices, 
parking and a shuttle drop-off. Consolidation and 
improvements of existing maintenance areas 
include an operations office. The placement of 
this structure in the Maintenance and Operations 
(M & O) yard is a critical component of future joint 
agency site management coordination.  The park 
road and adjacent trail will be developed on the 
eastern side and up to the Western Deck area. An 
overlook terrace will extend out from the top of 
Nike Hill as a destination spot for hikers.

Park Access and Entry
n  Establish shared agency facilities.
n  Provide entry monument, controlled access, 

Parking Lot A, bus parking, shuttle drop-off, 
and emergency vehicle turn-around.

n  Align park road with Park Guard House/Island.
n  Install planting and irrigation. 

Park Circulation
n  Build park road and multi-use trail on eastside 

to reach Western Deck.
n  Build Parking Lot C.
n  Build switchback trail to Scenic Overlook. 
n  Install planting and irrigation.

Structures
n  Construct Entry Plaza Visitor Center and 

shared staff offices.
n  Construct pre-fabricated Maintenance Office. 

Re-organize M&O Yard for co-operations. 
Construct pipe racks as needed.

n  Design and construct a portion of the Scenic 

Overlook with interpretive/art element at the 
Nike site.

n  Design and construct moveable and light 
flex park furniture, railings, dividers, mileage 
markers, etc.

n  Place one public restroom, location to be 
determined. 

Top Deck Development
n  Activate Western deck with trails, stair climb, 

planting, programming, and parking.
n  Selectively plant trees, shrubs and grasses in 

newly activated areas for park use.

Park Elements
n  Provide wayfinding and directional signage.
n  Design and implement interpretive signage  

for the Scenic Overlook and Western Deck.
n  Design and construct Bike Skills area on 

Western deck.
n  Design and construct security fencing  

and gating.
n  Design and construct moveable and light flex 

park furniture, railings, dividers, and mileage 
markers.

n  Select Concessionaires: coffee cart at Scenic 
Overlook & bicycle rental.

!"#$605
60

1 PARK ENTRY PLAZA & VISITOR CENTER 
BUILDING 

2 WESTERN DECK
3  PARK LOOP ROAD & TRAIL (EASTSIDE)
4 MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS YARD
5 SCENIC OVERLOOK 

4

3

5

2

1
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PHASE IB - Years 1-5
Prepare Site Infrastructure for a Park and 
Construct Key Recreational Elements

The main park loop road and adjacent multi-
purpose trail is the invitation to proceed to 
the top where views and passive recreational 
elements are developed or enhanced. The loop 
road provides the circuit from which future park 
features will expand out from.  Extensive trail 
development on the top decks and buttress area 
will increase access for all park users.

Park Access and Entry
n  Construct Sanitation Districts maintenance 

yard and canopy.

Park Circulation
n  Complete park loop road and multi-use trail on 

westside, through M & O and buttress areas.
n  Establish new trails into buttress area around 

M & O Yard. 
n  Build parking lots B, D & E (M & O, Eastern and 

Southern Decks).
n  Improved Schabarum-Skyline trail, trailhead 

design, signage and wayfinding design and 
implementation at western entrance from 
Workman Mill Road.

n  Install planting and irrigation.
n  Provide southern entry gateway.

Structures
n  Design and construct enlarged Scenic 

Overlook at the Nike site.
n  Design and construct moveable and light 

flex park furniture, railings, dividers, mileage 
markers, etc.

n  Place second staff and public restroom, 
location to be determined. 

Top Deck Development
n  Provide additional Western Deck trails, 

!"#$605
60

1 PARK ENTRY PLAZA, VISITOR CENTER, 
SANITATION DISTRICTS STORAGE YARD 
(ADDITIONAL IMPROVEMENTS)

2 WESTERN DECK (ADDITIONAL 
IMPROVEMENTS)

3  PARK LOOP ROAD & TRAIL COMPLETION 
(WESTSIDE)

4 BUTTRESS ROAD & TRAIL RELOCATION
5 SCENIC OVERLOOK EXPANSION 
6 EASTERN & SOUTHERN DECK LOOP 

TRAILS
7 EQUESTRIAN STAGING AREA
8 SCHABARUM-SKYLINE TRAILHEAD

4

3
8

7

6

5

2

1

planting, programming, and parking as needed.
n  Provide Eastern Deck loop trail.
n  Provide Southern Deck loop trail and primitive 

equestrian staging area.
n  Selectively plant trees, shrubs and grasses in 

newly activated areas for park use.

Park Elements
n  Expand wayfinding and directional signage. 

n  Design and implement interpretive signage for 
the Scenic Overlook and Western Deck.

n  Design and construct security fencing and 
gating.

n  Design and construct moveable and light flex 
park furniture, railings, dividers, and mileage 
markers.

n  Select Concessionaires: coffee cart at Scenic 
Overlook and bicycle rental.

 



117CHAPTER 4.0   PHASING



PUENTE HILLS LANDFILL PARK MASTER PLAN118

PHASE II - Years 6-20
Expand Phase I Park Structures, Park 
Ecology and Implement Trail Lift

During the second phase of park development, 
structures will be improved or finalized. More 
emphasis will be placed on the park ecology and 
site stewardship. Successful programs initi-
ated during the first phase of park development 
will evolve and change to accommodate public 
interests. In response to programmatic refine-
ments, the park settings will also evolve. New 
programs will be initiated as spaces take shape 
on the Western Deck and the soil stockpile used 
for cap maintenance decreases in area. Addi-
tional trails and circulation refinements especially 
at the park entrance will enrich the expanding 
park experience. Defining the park spaces with 
plantings provides the opportunity to enhance 
wildlife habitat throughout the site and onto the 
western slopes. Experimental plantings during 
the first phase will be assessed for growth and 
soil coverage efficacy. New plants will be selec-
tively chosen to provide shade, aesthetics and 
habitat. A native plant nursery will be established 
as interest in educational stewardship programs 
increase, inspired by the site transformation.

Park Access and Entry
n  Design and construct ADA pedestrian and 

bicycle entry access.
n  Expand Entry Plaza area and parking in 

response to Trail Lift Implementation.
n  Planting and irrigation of entry hillside and 

entry plaza area.
n  Decorative fencing and gating at park entry.

Park Circulation
n  Improved Schabarum-Skyline trail, trailhead 

design, signage and wayfinding design and 
implementation at eastern entrance from the 
Habitat Authority Preserve Area.

n  Design and install Trail Lift structure at Scenic 
Overlook to include café, restroom and staff 
office. Construct plaza between the Scenic 
Overlook and the Trail Lift structure.

n  Upgrade County lease area on the south side 
of the existing maintenance road for Park 
aesthetic and functional compatibility.

n  Construct additional moveable and light flex 
park furniture, railings, dividers, and mileage 
markers. Modify designs as necessary per 
public and staff assessment.

n  Place two staff and public restrooms, locations 
to be determined. 

n  Expand M & O area as necessary.

!"#$605
602

3

4

1

1 PEDESTRIAN/CYCLIST ENTRY ACCESS

2 PARK ENTRY PLAZA & VISITOR CENTER 
EXPANSION

3 TRAIL LIFT

4 NIKE HILL PLAZA, TRAIL LIFT STRUCTURE

5 EASTERN DECK

6  SOUTHERN DECK

7 SCHABARUM-SKYLINE TRAIL 
IMPROVEMENTS

6

7

5

n  Improve the former equestrian trail on the 
southeast side for safety and aesthetics. 
Connect back to existing north slope trail.

n  Connect Park to regional trail improvements  
as segments are completed.

n  Intensive planting and irrigation.

Structures
n  Expand Visitor Center structure or canopies 

per construction phasing plan.
n  Design and install Trail Lift, associated queue 

areas and towers.
n  Design and install Trail Lift structure in  

Entry Plaza.
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Top Deck Development
n  Expand Eastern Deck trails and facilities.
n  Expand Southern Deck trails and facilities, 

improve Equestrian staging area and 
implement native and drought tolerant  
plant nursery.

n  Expand planting and irrigation.

Park Elements
n  Expand wayfinding and directional signage. 
n  Design and implement interpretive signage for 

the Eastern and Southern Decks.
n  Expand and enrich picnic, children’s nature 

play, interior trails and trailheads with 
materials, placement, signage, and wayfinding.

n  Relocate/rework park elements that conflict or 
are not successful.

n  Expand educational components.
n  Design and construct security fencing  

and gating.
n  Design and construct moveable and light flex 

park furniture, railings, dividers, and mileage 
markers.

n  Select Concessionaires: mini café at Trail Lift 
and Visitor Center.

Caption of Phase I rendering. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.
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Park Access and Entry
n  Design and implement park access and  

shared access traffic solution(s).
n  Update entry and wayfinding signage. 

Park Circulation
n  Design and implement stair climbs. 
n  Continue improvements to the 

Schabarum-Skyline trail, trailhead design, 
signage and wayfinding. 

n  Finalize and strengthen regional connections 
from north, west and east into and out of the 
site for multi-modal uses. Connect Park to 
regional trail improvements as segments are 
completed.

n  Continue planting and irrigation.

Structures
n  Modify interiors to meet requirements of 

evolving programming. 
n  Add public restrooms as necessary. 

Reconstruct restroom buildings to meet 
new sustainable design standard. Provide 
sewer line hookup if possible—locations to be 
determined.

n  Expand stormwater capture infrastructure. 

Top Deck Development
n  Expand Eastern Deck trails and facilities.
n  Expand Southern Deck trails and facilities.
n  Design and construct Bike Skills area  

on Eastern deck.

PHASE III - Years 21-30
Reconfigure Park Access and 
Expand Park Acreage

In response to cumulative traffic impacts at the 
park entrance due to the anticipated Materials 
Recovery Facility truck trip increase and Rose 
Hills funeral processions, major alterations to the 
park access road and entrance into the park are 
anticipated. A standard level of service for all site 
users will be established as the park reaches the 
final decade of the Master Plan process. A variety 
of traffic design alternatives that ensure park user 
safety will be explored and implemented.  

Extreme elevational changes of the top decks in 
the first 20 years of park development are antici-
pated to slow down considerably. Phase 3 pro-
poses to fully activate the top decks for a variety 
of recreational experiences. This phase expands 
the acreage of the Eastern and Southern decks 
to new programs and facilities. These areas will 
be fully open to the public to support new uses. 
The end of landfill settlement in some areas of 
the park, particularly the Western Deck will open 
the potential for a fully developed wildlife corridor 
through the Puente Hills. Adaptive management 
of wildlife habitat will be of primary interest as 
the expanse of natural areas on the top decks is 
fully implemented. In this phase, the Master Plan 
anticipates circulation improvements and recre-
ational enhancements of particular earlier-stage 
program areas.
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n  Add intensive area planting and irrigation. 
n  Add additional fencing and gating to meet 

design expansion. 
n  Underplant non-native slopes with native 

planting for future wildlife corridor.

Park Elements
n  Install the Zip Line.
n  Install slides.
n  Expand wayfinding and directional signage. 
n  Design and implement interpretive signage for 

the Eastern and Southern Decks.

n  Expand and enrich picnic, children’s nature 
play, interior trails, signage, and wayfinding.

n  Relocate/rework park elements that conflict or 
are not successful.

n  Expand educational components.
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PHASE IV - Years 31-40
Complete Significant Park Connections 

Future phasing beyond the reach of the Master 
Plan focuses on those elements that provide 
missing connectivity. At this time, the environ-
mental systems will be predominantly off-line. 
The land will stabilize. Trails and circulation pat-
terns will have been established. 

Important connector bridges will improve 
access between park areas. A planted pedes-
trian overcrossing that connects the Eastern and 
Southern decks, planted with native grasses and 
shrub hedgerows can be implemented when the 
decks are completely stable. This land bridge 
will allow park users to cross between decks 
unimpeded by the road traffic below which may 
include Rose Hills cemetery processions by this 
time.

A pedestrian bridge and overlook on the west 
side will connect Rio Hondo College and other 
west side trail users to the realigned Schabarum-
Skyline Trail and park loop road. 

Structures
n  Design and implement Planted Pedestrian 

Overcrossing. 
n  Design and implement westside pedestrian 

Bridge and Overlook 
n  Implement soil production for Planted Pedes-

trian Overcrossing.
n  Grow on-site nursery plants for Planted 

Pedestrian Overcrossing.
n  Provide irrigation.

!"#$605
60

1

1 PLANTED PEDESTRIAN OVERCROSSING

2 BRIDGE & OVERLOOK

2



123CHAPTER 4.0   PHASING



PUENTE HILLS LANDFILL PARK MASTER PLAN124

PHASE V - Years 41-50
Adapt Flare Facility for Reuse and 
Acquire Additional Parkland

The final touches to a grand and beautiful park 
are envisioned to include creative reuse of the 
dormant Flare facility and additional parkland 
acquisitions of the eastern canyons. 

The Flare facility is available for adaptive reuse in 
any phase because it is no longer in use. Methane 
gas from an older part of the landfill slowed to the 
point that the flare was decommissioned. 

Activation of the area is limited, however, by the 
need for utilities for public use, namely sewer and 
water. The site has electricity.

With the necessary utilities, the industrial relic 
may evolve into a signature park landmark with 
interpretive, educational and concessionaire 
components. If restroom and water facilities can 
be provided in a mobile/portable capacity, the 
site may be used more immediately in a creative 
pop-up fashion.

A stair climb connecting the Eastern Deck to the 
Flare site will be built to provide direct access. 
The hillside surrounding the Flare site shall have 
trails integrated to provide new views overlooking 
the native eastern canyons, wildlife habitat, and 
cities stretching to the eastern horizon.

Finally, the viability of land acquisition for 
eastside canyons, trails and trailheads will be 
determined by the communities they would serve 
and by the whole-hearted approval of all involved 
over several generations.

Structures
n  Design and implement Flare Cafe. 
n  Bring utilities to Flare site.
n  Provide planting and irrigation.

Park Circulation
n  Design and implement stair climb from Eastern 

Deck to Flare site.
n  Provide new multi-use trails, signage and 

wayfinding. 
n  Connect new internal trails to the regional  

trail system.

Parkland Expansion
n  Acquire Eastern canyon lands and develop 

park trails.

60
!"#$605
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2 FUTURE TRAIL CONNECTIONS & 

PARKLAND ACQUISITION
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PHASE VI - Years 75+
Expand to Full Buildout with 602+ Acres of 
Side Slopes and Stockpile Transition

It will take beyond 75 years for gas production 
within the landfill to decline to such a level that 
the surface gas pipes may be removed and the 
side slopes become available to the park.

As of this writing, the Sanitation Districts’s old-
est landfill has not reached this point at 75 years 
since closure, and Puente Hills, which has some of 
the nation’s deepest levels of fill, can be expected 
to exceed that projection.

Once the landfill has stabilized and is no longer 
producing methane, the outer gas infrastructure 
may be removed. Removing the miles of pipe 
ringing the slopes will provide a bountiful source 
of reusable material and opportunity for creative 
reuse at the park.

Independently, the eventual depletion of the 
soil stockpiles will also enable two smaller park 
transitions.

The first will occur when the southern stockpile is 
finally used and depleted. The area may need to 
be filled to have positive drainage and become a 
usable park area. At such time, the Sanitation Dis-
tricts will begin harvesting the northern stockpile. 
The interim bike skills course located there will 
need to be relocated, possibly swapping locations.

Similarly, when the northern stockpile is finally 
diminished to a point where the remaining soil 
can be transported to a different location like the 
Maintenance & Operations (M&O) area, the final 

transition may take place so the entire Western 
Deck can be fully utilized. At such time, the uses 
of the Western Deck should be reassessed and 
redesigned so it will no longer be fragmented, and 
become one cohesive deck.

Parkland Expansion
n  Integrate landfill side slopes into the park  

when they become available.
n  Design and implement transition plans for the 

soil stockpile areas.

!"#$605
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Eastern slopes: Bio-gas from the landfill is collected in a network of surface pipes to produce energy. This slope will settle ~100 feet in 30 years.
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View from the southern deck to the eastern deck, looking north
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documents. Appendices include:

n  Initial Study/Notice of Preparation and 
Scoping Comments

n  Air Quality/Greenhouse Gas
n  Biological Resources
n  Cultural Resources
n  Geotechnical Study
n  Grading, Drainage, and Utilities
n  Noise
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Fehr and Peers

2017. Puente Hills Landfill Park Transportation 
Management Plan.

Withers & Sandgren, Ltd.
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and Needs Report. August 8.
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5.1
PHOTO, RENDERING AND 
GRAPHIC CREDITS
Unless otherwise noted, images are by Withers 
& Sandgren Landscape Architecture + Planning 
and the consultant team, for the County of Los 
Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Abbreviations:  
DPR – County of Los Angeles Department of 
Parks and Recreation 
HW – Hillworks: landscape + architecture
LA – Lehrer Architects 
SD – Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County 
W&S – Withers & Sandgren Landscape 
Architecture + Planning

Credits are listed clockwise from the upper left.

1 – W&S | HW

2, 6, 10 – SD 

8 – Maria Lucero Mora

12 – Bryan Matsumoto, W&S

15 – DPR

16-17 – Bryan Matsumoto, W&S (Photos 1, 2, 4); 
SD (3)

18 – Bryan Matsumoto, W&S

20 – Venue / v-e-n-u-e.com

23 – SD

24 – HW

26 – Jan Sandgren, Bryan Matsumoto, W&S

29 – DPR

30 – Los Angeles County Department of  
Regional Planning

31 – Google Earth

34 – “Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive 
Parks & Recreation Needs Assessment,” DPR

35 – DPR

36-38 – Bryan Matsumoto, W&S

39 – Day One

40-42 – W&S | HW

47, First row, L to R: Scott Markewitz; SD; W&S | 
LA; Simon Sun

Second row, L to R: Jonathan Fox; Bruce Forster 
courtesy Metro; Linnea Westerlind; Heidi Smith 
Ferris;  Emelie Chen

Third row, L to R: Mark Heayn Photography; 
Klausfoehl; W&S; National Park Service; 
Kettenrad

Fourth row, L to R: Mammoth Mountain; 
storyofakitchen; Action Tours Big Bear; Trudy 
Gardner Photography; FW Locals

48 – Axel Ewald; Mammoth Mountain

52 – Jan Sandgren, W&S

55 – W&S | LA; Harald Lordick; Frog Design

57 – Soundforms; Tamalpais Lands 
Collaborative; Alma Tents; Patriot Global; Ball-
Nogues Studio

61 – Anthony Bevilacqua; Tatmouss Ombrière 
SUDI; Water Storage Tanks, Inc.; San Francisco 
Zero Waste; Globaltap; Hope S. Philbrick

63 – California Native Plant Society; Gabi 
McLean; Dr. Chris A. Martin; BBC

64 – Jan Sandgren, W&S 

65 – SD

67 – Kathy Kiefer; Theodore Payne Foundation; 
Harris Nature Center; Deer Valley Music Festival; 
California Parks Foundation; St. Mary’s Art Center

68 – Dustin Yellin; Peter Menzel & Faith D’Aluisio; 
Metro UK

69, 75, 78-79 – Bryan Matsumoto, W&S

80 – LA

82 – W&S | LA

84 – LA

85 – W&S | HW

88-89 – Steve Portigal; Stephen Miller; Federal 
Highway Administration; Gerard Delfour; Steve 
Burgess; Peter Veilleux; Tissue Culture Australia; 
Sonoma Valley Landscape; Remy den Hartog

93 – W&S | LA

95 – W&S | HW

97 – W&S | HW; Soundforms; Wild Center; 
Kettenrad

99-101 – W&S | HW

102 – Eduardo Mínguez Pérez; Quik Chek New 
Jersey Festival of Ballooning; San Diego Mountain 
Bike Skills

103 – W&S | HW

104 – Bryan Matsumoto, W&S 

105-106 – W&S | HW

107 – Sara Cardine

109 – W&S | LA

110, 128, 130, 133, 134 – Bryan Matsumoto, W&S
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This page: the landfill is a visible landmark from across the region, here towering over soccer players at hacienda heights’ orange grove middle school.
Rear cover: youth participants share what they look forward to at their future park. thirty years forward, they will be about 50 years old.
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